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The difference between the Catholic Bible and other Christian Bibles is a topic that often intrigues and 
sometimes confuses many believers. At the heart of this difference lies the inclusion of additional books in the 
Catholic Bible, known as the deuterocanonical books or, more commonly, the Apocrypha. This article aims to 
explore the reasons behind these additional books, their historical context, and the theological implications of 


their inclusion or exclusion. 


Historical Context 


To understand why the Catholic Bible contains additional books, we need to look back at the history of the 
Bible's formation. The Old Testament, as we know it today, was primarily based on the Hebrew Bible. However, 
around the 3rd century BC, a Greek translation of the Hebrew scriptures, known as the Septuagint, was 
created. This translation included several books that were not part of the Hebrew canon but were widely read 
and respected by many Jews, especially those living outside of Palestine. 

When the early Christian church began to form its own collection of sacred texts, it largely adopted the 
Septuagint as its Old Testament. This meant that the additional books found in the Septuagint were also 
included in the Christian scriptures. For many centuries, these books were accepted as part of the Bible by 


most Christians. 


The Reformation and the Canon 


The debate over these additional books came to a head during the Protestant Reformation in the 16th century. 
Reformers like Martin Luther questioned the canonicity of these books, arguing that they were not part of the 
Original Hebrew Bible and therefore should not be considered scripture. As a result, Protestant Bibles began to 
exclude these books or place them in a separate section called the Apocrypha. 

The Catholic Church, in response to the Protestant Reformation, officially affirmed the canonicity of these 
books at the Council of Trent in 1546. This decision was based on the long-standing tradition of their use in the 


church and their presence in the Septuagint, which was widely used by the early Christians. 


The Deuterocanonical Books 


The books in question, often referred to as the deuterocanonical books, include: 

e Tobit 

e Judith 

¢ 1and 2 Maccabees 

¢ Wisdom of Solomon 

e Sirach (also known as Ecclesiasticus) 

e Baruch 

e Additions to Esther 

e Additions to Daniel (including the Prayer of Azariah, the Song of the Three Holy Children, Susanna, and 
Bel and the Dragon) 


These books are considered by the Catholic Church to be inspired and authoritative, though they acknowledge 


a difference between these and the protocanonical books (those universally accepted). 


Theological Implications 


The inclusion or exclusion of these additional books has significant theological implications. It is crucial to 
emphasize that these books are not divinely inspired and lack the authority of canonical Scripture. As such, 
Christians are strongly advised not to seek spiritual guidance from them. The Catholic practice of praying for 
the dead, which finds support in 2 Maccabees 12:42-45, is not found in the Protestant Bible and is not 


considered a biblical practice by many Christians. 


It is important to note that no core Christian doctrine relies on these additional books. The Bible, as it stands 
today in its canonical form, is complete and entirely sufficient to lead humanity to salvation. As the apostle Paul 
reminds us in 2 Timothy 3:16-17, "All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for 
correcting, for training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good 
work." This verse underscores the importance and sufficiency of the canonical Scriptures in the life of a 


believer, providing all that is necessary for faith, practice, and salvation. 


Conclusion 


The inclusion of additional books in the Catholic Bible is rooted in historical and theological complexities, 
including the enemy's intention to distort Scripture and the syncretization of the early Church under the Roman 
Empire. This process began when the early Christian church, largely adopting the Septuagint as its Old 
Testament, included books not part of the Hebrew canon. The syncretization intensified after Emperor 
Constantine legalized Christianity in 313 AD, leading to a blending of Christian practices with pagan traditions. 
This resulted in the formation of the Catholic Church as we know it today, with its distinct canon and practices. 
The enemy's strategy to distort Scripture manifested through: 

e¢ Encouraging the inclusion of non-canonical books to dilute the pure message of God's Word 


¢ Promoting syncretic practices that merged pagan rituals with Christian worship 


¢ Influencing church leaders to adopt worldly power structures, mirroring the Roman Empire 


These factors contributed to the differences in biblical canon and the establishment of a syncretic Catholic 


Church, diverging from the original apostolic teachings and practices. 
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